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matters of detail which might cause endless delay. Lord Odo
Russell, Oubril, Launay, Haymerle, Desprez and Karatheodory
were the colleagues of Prince Hohenlohe, who acted as president
of this important commission, "a pleasant combination" as he
himself remarked.1 Its first meeting took place at i o'clock on
28 June and it met with great regularity for the remainder of the
congress. For three hours on 3 July the commission considered
the organization of Eastern Roumelia. Karatheodory, with a
fine impartiality, considering that he was a Christian himself,
protested that a Mussulman ought to be appointed as governor.
"The negotiations," said Hohenlohe, "were very tedious. We
were not finished until 5 o'clock."2

England and Russia continued to quibble over the frontiers
to the bitter end, and it would be a task as profitless as impossible
to unravel the precise details of their interminable differences.
At the sitting of the commission on 3 July the Bulgarian frontier
came up for discussion. A misunderstanding had arisen.
Lord Beaconsfield and Lord Salisbury seemed inclined to
attribute to Russian trickery what appeared to the other
plenipotentiaries the Englishmen's ignorance of geography,
and Lieutenant-colonel Bluhme, of the Prussian general staff,
was instructed to submit the question to the commission of
experts. Hohenlohe, after a long conversation with Lord Salis-
bury, remained convinced that he was in fact making fresh
demands, but he proposed a compromise to Shuvalov, who
begged him to defer it till the last moment.3 Bluhme, meanwhile,
had met with no success in his negotiations, and Bismarck,
"irritated at the English pretensions"4 said that the matter must
be brought before the full congress.

"At the close of the debate," said Hohenlohe, "I asked
permission to speak, and asked the Chancellor to put the
Bulgarian frontier question on the order of the day for Monday,
since I was reluctantly compelled to say that the commission
could not agree on the subject. The Chancellor was prepared
to do so, but remarked that the delegates of the military com-
mission had no more to do than to respect the resolutions
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